
Shelburne Community School Examples of Activities to Help Meet the TGE 

Activity Weather 
Grades 3-8 
TGE Covered 3-4:   Database or Spreadsheet; Digital Resources 

(gathering information from the Internet) Word 
Processing  

5-6:   Same as 3-4 (with Spreadsheet, formulas  can be 
incorporated) 

6-8:   Same as 5-6 
Applications Used ·  Database or Spreadsheet 

·  Internet Browser 
·  Word Processor 

Overview Collect weather average information and look at data to 
answer key questions. 
 
Step 1: Have students create database or spreadsheet with 
specific criteria (example includes: Avg Temp, Avg 
Precipitation, Avg # Clear Days, Avg # Cloudy Days, Avg # 
Days w/Precipitation).  The example uses a Tabletop 
database. 
 
Step 2: Use Internet Browser to collect weather data.  In the 
example the URL http://www.weatherbase.com was used to 
show 50 year averages for weather in Burlington, VT 
 
Step 3: Students input numbers into database or 
spreadsheet. 
 
Step 4: Using graphing abilities students answer questions 
that are keyed into Word Document.  Students explain how 
they interpreted the data and defend their answers.  Key 
questions in the example are: 
 

1.  Are there any common links with the months that 
have the highest average precipitation?  Explain with 
examples. 

2.  Does the average temperature affect the number of 
clear or cloudy days?  Explain with examples. 

3.  Do you think that the average precipitation affects the 
number of clear days?  Explain with examples. 

 
Variations might include students gathering raw data and 
determining average prior to plotting; using other statistical 
formulas with either the database or spreadsheet (such as 
mean); find other sites with prior data. 

Assessments  
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Table Top Screen Shots 
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Excel Screen Shots 
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January 18 1.8 5 20 14 
February 19 1.7 4 17 12 
March 30 2.2 6 18 13 
April 44 2.8 5 18 12 
May 56 3 5 17 14 
June 65 3.3 5 14 12 
July 70 3.6 5 13 12 
August 68 4 6 13 13 
September 59 3.3 6 14 12 
October 48 3 6 17 12 
November 37 3 3 22 14 
December 24 2.3 3 22 15 

 

Precipitation Avg and Clear Days
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